
I
p l a ) i n g  g i r l
n  n rcd  D arcy .
who rcscues  the
dog liom abusir t
or i  I tets.  he t i i , :d

lhe im{ge of Belle.' ' H c  c a m e  o \ e r  r n d  p h o -
tographed K i r i .  l l e  n radc  hcr
understand thcrc arc 5() c priccs
k) larnc. Got\ch \rid.

Darcy was a l i l l lc girl $ho
is relnted to (i)giln s dentist.
Othcr  charac ters  ucrc  l r iends
and ncighbors.

the  beg inn in !  I ) : r rcv  t . ' r r i -

Cogan uscd ph{ ) t ( ,g r  lhs  to
cap lurc  Iac ia l  exprcss ions  and
poscs. then hc stancd \kctching.' ' I r  was  somcth ing  d i l l c rcn t .  I
d o n ' t  d o  a  l o t  o l  p c o p l c .  t h e
dogs were up nty allcl. hc said.

Cogrn  pa in ted  in  bc t ! \  ecn
wrr rk ing  on  the  book  i l l us t ra -
t ions .  l le  began the  pro icc t  in
lir l l  2(X)lt and corrrpleled it this
Januarl.

l hcj book is not vct available.
r s  i t  i s  s l i l I  i n  t h e  p r i n t i n g
process.

Gotsch .  however .  i s  sure  i l
w i l l  be  we l l - rccc ivcd .  l t ' s  pur
posc is to assist chilclrcn in deal-
ing with dil l icult situalions l iorn '
moving l iom a lamiliar honre to
a parcnt's dilorcc or \ ituations
ol phlsical abusc. lt tcachcs lcs-
son\ ()n n()w lo rc cl lo sttua-
Iions through thc dolt \ elc\.

Bc l i r rc  t ind ing  [ )a rc1 .  I ] c l l c
ncvcr mct a kintl hurnan. In

Artist Cogan teams up with author
Gotsch on new children's book

By Dcbra Mayou
/;tu l)r/y Tonzt

Fr \  R  \ I  l \  ( iTON An
a * a r d ' $  i n r r i n g  i i r t i \ l  a n d  l t l
a \ \  a rd  wrnn ing  r \ r i te r  rcccr ) t l )
tcamcd ltp t() $,ritc and il lu\tratc
a childrcn r h(x)k aboul wa_'-s lo
escape bull l- ing and abusc lronr
a dog s point ol vicw.' 'Bcllr 's Star" was writ lcn by
Connic (;()l\ch. rudio personali-
ty on KSJL 90.9 FNI at S n Juirn
Co l lege.  ' l  hc  l - l -chapter  no \c l
l o r  c h i l d r e n : r g c s  l l  l o  l l  r s
( ;o tsch  s  l i r s l  ch i ld ren 's  book .
Shc  bcgan wr i l ing  i t  in  2005.
lnd  h i r rcd  the  ta le  on  her  own
dog. Kiri.' 'K i r i .  *ho  canre  o l l  o f  thc
rc \e r \  l i ( )n .  rvas  found b_ , r "  a
lricnd ol rnine. She sa\\ r rnan
beatirg her and took her lway
l r r r r n  h i r n .  G o t s c h  s a i d .  ' A l
l lr\ l  Krn \\as rcr1 shy,. '

Cr.rlseh shared her dog's slory
w i t h  a  l r i c n d  -  C w y n n e
Spenccr rvho owncd a chil-
drqn's book \t()re. Spencer su!!-
gested Cotsch lum the talc int()

i l  book  to  ass is l  ch i ld rcn  who
sutl er f iom rbuse.' ' I  used i t  to  c rca tc  a  s to ry
about a dog renxrved tiom a sit-
u a t i o n  w h o  h a s  t o  d e c i d e
whcther ttr stl) with people or
g o  o u t  a n d  b c  a  w i l d  d o g . '
Gotsch said.

Once comfr lc l ing  the  novc l
a n d  f i n d i n g  a  p u b l i s h e r
Ar temcs i . r  Pub l ish ing .  u  smal l
Albuqucrquc-bascd tlrm. Gotsch
kncw she rvould nced an i l lus-
trator. That s $hcre artist John
Cogan camc into thc picturc.' ' I  r \as  ta lk ing  to  ( 'onn ic  a l
one ol thc i ln shows at thc col
lcre. She asked il l  knew anv-
boidy who had donc' black-ani-
whitc i l lustrali()ns," Cirgan said.
l l c  had done sorne  b lack-and-
wh i te  d rau ings  r ra rs  ago and
dec ided to  t rkc  l  sho t  a t  i l l us -
lrating thc hrxrk. l did r couple
o l  samplc  d rawings .  and the l
l iLed thcm."

C o g a n  i r  i n t c r n a t i o n a l l y
known f i r r  h is  landscape
acrylics. sti l l  l i l t . portraits and
* i l d l i l e  i m a g c s .  H e  h a s  b e e n
c onmiss ioned Io r  works  d is -
plalcd at San Juan College. He
sho*s  *ork  a t  E l  Prado Gu l
lerics in Sedona. Ariz.. Gullcries
W e s t  i n  J l c k s o n ,  W y o . ,  a n d
S( )u thwest  ( la l l c r i cs  in  Da l lus .
Tcxas.

He is best Lnown lor his
w i l d l i f e  a n d  l a n d s c a p e
pu in t ing \ .  whcn ( 'ogan
h ld  to  d ra$  p ic tu re \  ( ) l '
Belle and ! spunl; soccer

ed r; finJ " ;;- 
's ' r-' _.:; i';kril'm#r;l' '':;.&1

lirs hcr. hul she scxrn lcams to
t r u s l  I r o m  c h a r a c t c r s  i n  t h e
booLs.

An on- l inc  gu ide  fb r  adu l ts
acconrpanics the book. It could
hc'uscd by parents to ask ques-
t i o n s  ( ) l  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  i t
could bc uscd in a group therapy
s i tua l ion .  Whi le  Gotsch  knows
thc book coulcl potentially help
chilt ircn ol abuse. shc wrote it
lo r  c \c r \ ( t t c .' ' I  re  a l ready  becn asked to
u tc a scqucl. I m working on
one. lJcllc needs to lcarn some
disciplinc dnd starts on agil ity
trrining rnd has to lcarn some
thing:. (iotsch said.' 'Bclle"s Star" wil l be avail-
i |b lc  in  Augu\ t .  I t  can  be  pre-
ordercd rt \| wt\.apbd)k\.nel.

-ilQi,[,V


